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First grade is inviting all RCLS families to STUFF THE 
TURKEY for Channel One.  Each classroom will have a 
turkey box to stuff with non-perishable food items.  The class-
room with the highest number of food items will be served a 
special treat by Mr. Pahlkotter during lunch.  This contest will 
run from October 24-November 19.  This is a wonderful op-
portunity to let our blessings OVERFLOW to others!     
 
SAC (School Age Care) NOTES:  Parents, please re-
member to register your children for child care on the follow-
ing November non-school days:  Friday, November 16 and 
Wednesday, November 21.  SAC will be closed November 22 
and 23 in recognition of the Thanksgiving holiday. 
 
WELCOME BACK MRS. HENNING:     We welcome 
Mrs. Bonnie Henning back to half-day Kindergarten after 
being off for maternity leave.  We thank Mrs. Cindy Ander-
sen for her guest teaching during her absence.  Welcome 
back! 

NO SCHOOL FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 16:     Parent-
teacher conferences are being scheduled for Thursday evening, 
November 15 and during the day on Friday, November 16.  You 
may schedule your appointment by calling the school office.  Due 
to conferences, Friday, November 16, there is no school on Fri-
day, November 16. 
 
NO SCHOOL FOR PRESCHOOL ON THURSDAY & 
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 15 & 16:     Due to parent-teacher 
conferences, Thursday and Friday preschool classes will not be in 
session on November 15 & 16.  Call the school office to make 
your conference appointment.  
 
PARENT TEACHER CONFERENCE CHILD CARE:  
On Thursday, November 15, SAC will offer child care during 
conference times (4 - 8 pm) and on Friday, November 16th during 
conference times (8 am - 4 pm).  Families are asked to give a 
donation to help cover our costs in providing child care.  A basket 
will be provided for your convenience. 

November 8, 2007  

MR. PAHLKOTTER’S THOUGHTS……  
November is a time when we reflect and give thanks for all that God has blessed us with this past year.  I went to some 1st and 6th 
grade students and a few staff members to see what they are truly thankful for… 
 
Hannah Grade 6 “my friends and family”  Mrs. Finley “every day”  Ethan, Grade 1 “our world” 
Lydia Grade 6 “animals”    Mrs. Bryngelson “my family” Triston Grade 1 “Jesus” 
Samuel Grade 1 “going out to eat”   Regan Grade 1 “my teacher” Matt Grade 6 “that I can play baseball” 
Gabriella Grade 1 “food”    Becca Grade 6 “exciting books!” Hannah Grade 1 “pets” 
Lars Grade 6 “my family and dog, Rollie”  Lydia Grade 1 “love”  Mrs. Meyer “my family & friends” 
Jodie Grade 6 “my family”   Nick Grade 6 “my athletic talent” Jace Grade 1 “friends” 
Kaitlyn Grade 1 “mom and dad”   Lilly Grade 1 “mommy & daddy” Nicholas Grade 1 “that Jesus died for us” 
Rusty Grade 6 “my family & tennis”  Alec Grade 1 “Jesus died for us” Nate Grade 6 “my family & friends”   
Matthew Grade 1 “God gave us His only Son” Jadyn Grade 1 “principals” I had to smile at this one!  
Ana Grade 6 “my cousin Keenan because he is in the service in Korea”   
Michael Grade 6 “having friends and family...this is the most important thing to me” 
Chad Grade 6 “basketball season..It is back.  I’ve waited a whole year!”  
Aker Grade 6 “my mom and dad and family”  
 
I have to agree with this list of things for which to be thankful.  In addition, I am thankful to be in Rochester, Minnesota, and a part 
of the RCLS ministry family. 
 
We have so much to be thankful for.  Let’s take time this week just to reflect upon God’s overflowing gifts in our lives and to give 
thanks for all He has done...especially giving us a Savior, Jesus Christ, who forgives us when we do not act as thankful as we possi-
bly should be.  Have a blessed week.    
      Overflowing in Christ, 
      Henry G. Pahlkotter, II 
      Principal 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THIS ‘N THAT 
· END OF THE FIRST QUARTER is Thursday, No-

vember 8th. 
· Trinity Lutheran Church in Rochester is searching for 

a Praise Team Director for it’s Saturday evening Cele-
bration Services (“contemporary” format).  This is a paid 
position.  Please contact the church office (289-1531) if 
you are interested.  The position begins in January of 
2008. 

· The Stuff theTurkey flyer printed on the back of page 2 
of the Paw Print was designed by Shelby Atkinson, 
Grade 3.  Grade 3 students held a designing contest in 
their classroom and Shelby was the winner!  

· Attention Girls in grades 3-6.  If you love dance and 
would like to help with the John Marshall Dance Invita-
tional on Saturday, December 15, please call Joyce Pike 
(282-1110) for more information.  Thank you!  

· We have extra 2006-07 yearbooks!  If you are interested 
in obtaining one please notify the school office.  The cost 
is $15.  

 
ADVENT MUSIC CONCERT IS COMING!  Parents, 
please note that the Advent Music Concert is scheduled for 
Thursday, November 29, at 6:30 pm here at RCLS.  This in-
volves our 5th – 8th graders and 4th grade band.  Please mark 
this date on your calendars.  All are invited to attend. 
 
MIRACLE ON MAIN STREET is the name of our ALL 
SCHOOL Christmas Musical Drama Celebration to be pre-
sented at John Marshall High School in the auditorium on 
Thursday, December 6, at 6:30 pm.  Please make plans to 
attend.  The students have already been working hard to learn 
their lines and memorize the music.  It is going to be an event 
that you will not want to miss.  We want to fill the audito-
rium.  Invite someone who needs to hear the message of the 
Christmas miracle.  
 
COOKIES, COOKIES, COOKIES... We are asking 
every family to plate two dozen cookies on a disposable 
Christmas plate for Thursday, December 6’s ALL SCHOOL 
Christmas Musical Drama Celebration.  Immediately follow-
ing the 6:30 pm presentation, we want to have an after glow 
in the school lobby outside the auditorium. Punch will be pro-
vided at several different stations.  Simply plate your cookies 
and place them on one of the tables in the lobby before enter-
ing the program.  We wanted to give you plenty of notice so 
that you can fit in a little baking or a special trip to the mar-
ket.  If every family brings a plate, we will have more than 
enough.  It is important for the RCLS ministry family to get 
together.  This is a part of our ministry to each other.  The 
reason for disposable plates is to make clean up easy so we 
can all get home at a reasonable time.  It is going to be a great 
evening! Thank you!   
 

 

 
 
 

 
MRS. HENNING’S INSTALLATION:     Lutheran teach-
ers who graduate from synodical schools such as Concordia Uni-
versity—St. Paul, as Mrs. Henning did, have the opportunity to 
receive their Lutheran Teaching Diploma.  This is about a full 
semesters worth of classes up and beyond what the State of Min-
nesota requires for certification.  When they have this diploma or 
they complete a program called Colloquy, teachers may be 
“called” to serve by  church or school.  This is very important to 
Professional Church Workers as they believe this is God’s Call-
ing.  Mrs. Bonnie Henning, our half-day Kindergarten teacher, 
has her Lutheran Teaching Diploma and is now being Called by 
RCLS as a teacher.  Her installation is scheduled for Chapel on 
Wednesday, November 14.  Pastor Schauder from Holy Cross 
will officiate. 
 
NO SCHOOL FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 9:     RCLS is not 
in session this Friday, November 9, as it is a records day.  Teach-
ers will be finalizing grades and preparing for sending out report 
cards on paper or electronically, depending upon the grade level 
on Tuesday, November 13.  Grades for 5-8 will be available on 
Edline by 5 pm on Tuesday, November 13.  Parents are asked to 
print a copy of the report card and return it signed.  If you need a 
paper copy of the report, please notify your child’s homeroom 
teacher.  
 
 
 

 
 
 

November 9 - No School—Teacher Work Day 
November 10 - Volleyball Conference Tournament, TBA 
November 13 - Report Card Sent Home 
November 14 - Grade 1 to sing at Chapel 
November 15 - Preschool conferences—All day 
  - Parent Conferences, 4-8 pm 
   SAC available 4-8 pm 
November 16 - No School—Parent Conferences,  
    8 am—4 pm.  SAC available 8—4 also  
Nov. 21-23 - No School—Thanksgiving Break 
November 26 - Board of Directors, 6:15 pm 
November 28 - Kindergarten to sing at Chapel 
November 29 - Advent Music Concert, Grades 5-8, 
    and Grade 4 Band, 6:30 pm 
December 5 - Grade 5 to sing at Chapel 
December 6 - All School Christmas Celebration, 6:30  
     pm, John Marshall Auditorium 
December 12 - Grade 3 to sing at Chapel 
December 14 - Parent Transport to School! 
December 17 - RCLS Board, 6:15 pm 
December 19 - All Choirs to sing at Chapel 
December 21 - Classroom Christmas Parties 
Dec. 24-Jan. 2 - Christmas Break—No School 
   
***View the RCLS calendar at www.rcls.net and click on 
view calendar.  



   

IN OUR PRAYERS 
...Mrs. Myrna Mattison (Brent, John, Joshua) whose grandfather received 
his crown of glory November 5th. 
...Kaleb, Ryan & Allyssa Ihde (Denel) whose great-grandmother entered 
her eternal home on November 5th.  
 
PRAYING FOR OUR FAMILIES 
Each school morning (except Wednesdays) your children’s teachers gather 
for devotions.  The teachers and pastors take turns leading these devotions.  
We are praying for all the families of RCLS on a rotation basis at these 
devotions.  We invite you to share special needs for which you would in-
vite our prayers by getting these requests to any teacher or office staff 
member.  The week of November 12 we will pray for:  Wayne & Julie 
Ganskop (Hannah, Kailey), Jason & Amy Gary (Ethan), Jay & Diane 
Gatzlaff (Alex, Samuel), Nicholas & Elizabeth Gentling (April), Terry & 
Lori George (Cassidy), Tim & Patty Gerber (Jace, Jackson), and Jon & 
Marnie Giese (Kaeli).  
 
THANKSGIVING BREAK IS COMING!   We will not be in ses-
sion on Wednesday, November 21 through Friday, November 23 in recog-
nition of the Thanksgiving holiday celebration.  Let us give thanks to God 
for all He has blessed us with this past year! 
 
SUCCESSFUL DIABETES WALK     God’s goodness was so awe-
some on Friday, November 2 for the ALL SCHOOL Diabetes Walk.  The 
weather was perfect, students were energized with smiles, dedicated parent 
volunteers joined the walk, support from staff, a nutritious snack provided, 
and God’s love overflowed to others in the community with diabetes.  
Stephen Olander (K-AM), Joshua Reinstrom (gr. 5), and Kayla Biar 
(gr. 6)were the top students for their fundraising efforts.  A big thank 
you to all students, parents, and staff for your support, participation, 
through prayers, walking and donations for a successful day!  The amount 
raised will be printed in a future Paw Print.  - Miss Timm 
 
The 8th grade class is selling BUTTER BRAIDS  to raise money for 
their class trip and gift!  Butter Braid is frozen pastry dough.  When baked, 
it produces a homemade tasting breakfast or dessert.  It needs to rise 8-12 
hours, and then bake for 20-25 minutes!  If you would like to order, please 
see an 8th grader, stop by the school office, or use the attached order form.  
Orders will be taken until November 26 and will be delivered December 
11.   
 
PLEASE PRAYERFULLY CONSIDER GIVING A THANK 
GIFT:  The Board of Directors is working very hard to stay within budget 
for this school year.  Hiring an additional half-time teacher for 4th grade 
beyond the planned budget challenges us financially.  We have already 
received a gift toward this expense in gratitude for the ministry of RCLS 
and the efforts being made by the Board of Directors to offer the finest in 
quality Lutheran Christian education.  If you would be willing to make a 
gift, please contact the school office or Mr. Pahlkotter directly.  Thank 
you. 
 
INFORMATION PARENTS MAY WANT TO KNOW:     In 
recent weeks, there have been some reports of adults impersonating police 
officers in Southern Minnesota.  In talking with the officers who patrol our 
area of Rochester, they suggest having children always seek out an adult 
they know when they are approached by an officer.  In this way, the adult 
can assist them in determining if the person is truly a police office.  Adults  
can always ask for a badge number and call 911 to make sure that this 
person is an active member of the department.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 THRIVENT MEMBERS CHALLENGE GIFT:  A 
Thrivent member is encouraging the Thrivent members of 
RCLS and the Association Congregations to give a gift to our 
school and then using your Giving Plus benefit to have these 
dollars matched $1 for every $2 given up to $300 matched for 
every $600 given.  The first gift has already been given to 
help defray the costs of the additional half-time 4th grade 
teacher.  Thrivent members, PLEASE consider a matching 
gift.  All matching gifts must be made on or before November 
15th.  If you need more information, please do not hesitate to 
contact the school office for forms or if you have questions.  
THANK YOU. 
 
ATHLETIC NEWS 
-Just a reminder schedules and directions to road games are 
available on the RCLS website.  Changes may be made to the 
schedules periodically so make sure to check them frequently. 
 
-The 5th and 6th Basketball tournament at Lourdes has been 
moved to January 19th. 
 
-6th Grade Boys Basketball- a game has been added for No-
vember 27th at 6:00 versus Homeschool. 
 
-Soccer Results 
RCLS began the conference tournament  Silo.  It went back 
and forth.  Mike DeBusman was in fine form scoring all four 
of our goals. Bethany Schultz was in goal.  We got lucky sev-
eral times with balls bouncing off the goal or just missing  it. 
Final score was 4-3. 
 RCLS played Winona for the conference champion-
ship.  Mike was in fine form again and scored 4 goals plus an 
assist on the third goal where he kicked a corner kick and it 
was headed in by Blake Heroff.  The final quarter saw the 8th 
graders finishing off their last game as a team. It was capped 
off with a goal by Ben Thompson.  Final score was 6-3. 
 Congrats to the Bobcats for winning the Conference 
Soccer Tournament.  
 
Come and join us for the RCLS THANKSGIVING 
MEAL on Thursday, November 14.  The menu will be: 
Turkey & gravy over whipped potatoes, warm biscuits, stuff-
ing, green beans, fruit selection, and pumpkin bars.  The cost 
will be $3.  Please call the school office to reserve your spot! 
We could use a few volunteers to help service that day.  Can 
you help? 
 
INFORMATION PARENTS MAY WANT TO 
KNOW:     I have received several emails about the follow-
ing movie.  You may want to check out the link.  A children’s 
movie is coming out in December starring Nicole Kidman.  
It’s called The Golden Compass, and while it will be a wa-
tered down version, it is based on a series of children’s books 
about killing God (It is the anti-Narnia).  From what I under-
stand, the hope is to get children to see the movie—which 
won’t seem too bad—and then get the parents to buy the 
books for their kids for Christmas.  Although I have not read 
the books or seen the movie, parents may want to learn more 
before assuming that it is okay.  http://snopes.com/politics/
religion/compass.asp   


